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6 And when the clildren of Ammon ſaw that they FRG Cm David, : 
rc children of Ammon {ent and hired the Syrians of Beth-Rehob, axd the 
Syrians of Zoba, twenty thouſand footmen, and Xx Kirg Maacha @ thou- 
ſand men, and of lihtob twelve thouſand fos'mee. 

7 And when David beardof it , be ſent Ioab, and al tbe hoſt of the : 
mighty mn. ; | : 

8 And the Children of Ammon cam: out, and put the batt!» in ayyy c8 
thee:tring in of the gete © and the Syrians df Zoba, axd of Rehob, azd 
I ſhtob, «xd Maacah, were by themſelves in the ficld. 

9 1! hen loab ſaw that the ſront of the battle was eg<inſt him teſrre rnd 
behind, he choſe of all the choice men of Iracl, an put th.min array : gi aft 
the Syrians. 

10 A:dthereft of the peop!: he delivered into the band of Abiſhai hs 
brother, th't be might put tac in array againſt the ch:{dria of Ammon, 

11 .4"a he ſaid, If the Syrians be 190 ſt6rg for me, the ther ſhit beipe 
me : b.tif th: hill: of Ammon be fo flrorg for thee, tha 1 will con:£ 
anihepeihce. 

12 Bre of £9'd courage anti lt ua play the mon for our þ0p/e, M4 
 FieCit.coojoeu God; andtbe L1d dve that which [ecmith him good. 


GE, a He occaſion of this warrs was this. Ne- 


5:3 (SJ bal> the King of Ammon(he whoonce de-| 
EN] (2, manicd the right eyes of the Gileadreer, 


<<< 24 andto Jay it as a reproach upon all 7/- 
:ael, 1p2n condition of coyenanting with them) is 
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now dead. He had been, it ſeemes,a friend ro Daved, 
in oppoſition, probably, to Sau! who was an enemy 
to them both. David looked at the expreſſions of 
his love, and left his heart to him that ſearched it, 
accounting it aft office of humanity to comfort him 
coacerning the death of his Father. His kindneſle is 
mi{conſtru:d by the Princes of the children of eAm- 
mon, who detrating from the ſyncere intentions of 
upright David, haſten to their King and fill him 
full of jealoufic and prejudice againft Davzd, as if he 
had not ſent Embaſſadors, but Spies 3; not Confor- 
ters, but Traytors. The young King is overthrowne 
in the entrance of his government by evill Counſel- 
lors, whoſe ſuggeſtions he receives in ſtead of the 
comfort of Davids Embaſſadors , which coſt him 
deare. His Counſellors were indeed his Traytors, 
not the MeiTengers. Alas, how fearcfully 1s the 
King miſguided in the threſhold of his raigne, by 
ſuch who ſhould have better adviſed him ? Ir is 
well ſaid of a Byſhop upon theſe words ; Happre vr 
that State, where both the Counſelors ere faithful to 
ge onely goodadvice, and the King wiſe to diſcerne 

00d aduice from evwill, 

But what doth Harundoe ? He takes the ſervants 
of Dav!d and ſhaves off the one half of their beards, 
and cuts off their garments in the middle, and ſends 
them away. The newes of it is brought to Davzd, 
who ſends to meet them 3 becauſe they were greatly 
aſhamed, and he ſaid, Tarry at 7ericho untill your 
beards be growne, and then returne. 

And nhen the cildren. of Ammon ſaw oe 
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flanke Lefore David, they ſent and hired the Syre. 


ans, fc, 

 Inthe words, there is, firſt, A preparation for 
warr by the Ammon:ztes againſt David. Secondly, 
Davrds addreffing himſelfe for an encounter. 

In eAſmmons preparations, there is, Firſt, The 
ground of it, which was  4ecauſe they ſaw that they 
ſtanke before David. Secondly, The hyring of 
Auxiltaries out of Syria, and that at a deare rate, 
wiz, For a thouſand talents of filver , 1 Chron, 
I9,6. | 

In Dvds addreſſe for encounter,we have, firſt, 
his ſending of /0a4,with all the hoſt of the mighty 
men. Secondly, The ſubtiltie of the Ammonzres, 
who were {0 wiſe as to devide their forces, and to 
leave the Syr#475 ro fight in the open fields, whom 
they durſt not truſt at the entrance in of 
their Cities, whilethemſelves pur the battaile in 
array before the gates, that ſo alſo they might ( if 
need were) have opportunity to retire. Thirdly, 
The wiſdome of 7046 in ordering the battell the 
beſt way, in the ſtrait he was in- Fourthly, a co- 
venant of mutuall aſſiſtance berween 7945 and eL- 
biſhat, as need ſhould require. Fiftly, 7044s words 
of encouragement to Abtſhar, yea and to himſelfe. 
Be of g00d courage, 07 let ws play the men,&gc, Which 
are the words that I have eſpecially lookt at for 
the cccaſion of this day. But ſome things I ſhall 
briefly obſerve inthe way tothem. : 

Firſt, for the ground of Ammors preparations ; 
They ſan that they did ſtiuke lefore David , by w_— 
B 2 on 
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4 ; 
ſon of the abuſe they had done to his Embaſſadors:; 
Whence we may obſcrve. 

Otſervation, 

That Indignitics and inhumane carriages to Em- 
baſſadors of Peace, is that which will make the E- 
nemies of GOD to ftinke in the noſtrils of his 
Pcople. . 

Doe not expe& a parallel text for proofe, for 
ſuch practices have bin very raretill of later yeres. 
There is no finne but it tinkes in the noſtrils of 
G<J, but as for mer, it muſt be very groſſe be- 
z0re:t bath ſo 11 a ſavour 3 and ſuch are cſpecially 
grofie ſinnes 2g:infſt the ſecond Table, as being 
committed againſt the greater light. Ofthis kind 
I remember for the preſent but one more in Scrip- 
ture, and that was the bloody treachery of Simeer 
apd Levi againſt the Sechemites, towhom there- 
fore their Father 7arob ſaid, Yee bawve made me to 
flinke among the inhabitants of the land, Gen.34. 
39. For ſuch dealivgs are againſt the light of 
blindeſt nature, eſpecially ſuch uſage of Embaſſi« 
dors, whoſe name hath ever bin hogourable by the 
law of Nations. | 

Pe. 

Firft, This gives ns to ſce one ſpeciall canſe why 
the Prelars in Enzland doe this day ſtinke in the 
roſtrils of Gods people, yea of many ſuch as have 
but little Religion in them, there indignitics and 
abnſes offered to the Lords Embaſſadors have bin 
infiniteand intollcrab'e. Alas ! what are the in- 
ſolenCies of Harun here, to theirs ? For firſt, a 

an 
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and his Ammonites ever ſaw the tythe of that 
lizht thir theſe have done. --1mmea ſaw not the 
light of 1ſracl; nor 1ſrae/ the light of England. 
S<condly, theſe indignities dune b Hanun, were 
farre infericur uato theſe.. For firſt, He oncly cut 
the bearus and garments of theſe Meſſengers, whoſe 
beards grew Our againe at Jerzcho, and whoſe gar- 
ments might be changed for longer 3 whereas 
theſe have pared the Eares of the ſervants of God, 
which can never grow ag1in2 3 and ſtigmatized the 
Faces with indelidle charaQers. And therefore, 
ſecondly, Hanuncame not ſo neare tothe p:rſo3s 
of thoſe Meſſengers , for hee medled onely witk: 

beards and garments, the cutting off of which 
ſhed no blood 3 whereas theſe have offered blao- 
dy indignicics to the Lores Embaſſidors. Third- 
ly, thoſe Ammonitiſh inſolencics brought upon 
Meffengers onely a civill inconformity in hayre 
and veſtments to the manners of Gods lirzel : 

whereas the practiſes of theſe men have forced a 

Spiritual! conformity on Gods Miniſters, to the 

manners of that great Strympet and Mother of 
whoredomes. Fourthly, Davids meſſengers were 
abuſed onely in Beards and Garments ;- but theſe 

have becn Convented, Suſpended, Deprived, De+ 
eraded, Excomunicated, Impriſoned, Impilored, 

Fircd, (tript of all, Exiled, and expoſed ro great 
extremitics. Thus the indignitics conſidered 11 
themſelves were farre inferiour unto theſe. Third- 
ly, Franun never ſinned bercin againſt Conſcience, 
as theſe have done, for ho was miſpuided by tis 
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Princes, and ſo hee knew not that the Meſſengers 
were Spies : whereas the Prelats have offercd 
horrible indignities ro many ſuch of whoſe inte- 
gritie they have themſelves firſt given ample tcſti- 
mony. Fourthly, Harun did nothing obſtinatly, 
for his Nobles perſwaded him ; but with thele, 
all the Noble men in the land could not prevaile 
with that eArch- Ammonits and his followers, to 
deale favourably with the Lords Embaſſadors. 
Fifcly, If we looke upon the Meſſengers, Hanwns 
inhumanitie was offered to the meſſengers of a 
mortall Prince, bur theſe men have moſt dread- 
fully abuſed the Embaſſadors of the Prince of the 
Kings of the Earth. For the Lord hath ſent his 
Meflengers to England, and one they have beaten, 
another they have killed, a third thy have ſtoned ; 
or that which is as bad. Againe, the Lord hath 
ſent more Servants, and they have done to them 
likewiſe. Laſtly, thoſe were ſent only to miniſter 
2 little comfort tro a man who ( it ſeemes) had no 
great necd of it ; but theſe have been ſent to 
publiſh the Goſpell of everlaſting Peace to the 
wearicd. | 
O monfters among men that theſe Prelats are, 
trained up by Tygers , whom no inceſtuous of- 
ſpring: of Lot can parallel by a thouſ2nd degrees ! 
that 1t ſach Proetizies among men doe rhis day 
ftinke in the noſtrils, not of 7ſreelztes onely, bur 
even Ammonttes alſo, wee have great cauſe of 
thankſn'neffe. nnne of wonder. 
Secondly, This may ſhery us the ſad ”_—_ - 
theſe 
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theſe noiſome enemies of Cuxtsr and his Meſſen- 
gers 3 for ſeeing they are thus unſavory , what are 
they good for What uſe can there be made of 
unſavory Salt ? It is neither fit, ſaith Chriſt, for 
the Land, nor for the Dung-hill, It is good, (aith 
he, for nothing, but to be caſt out, and troden un- 
der foot of men, Math,5.tz3. Anunſavory Am- 
monite may be good either for the land or for the 
duvg hill. 34045 was troden downe as ſtraw for 
the dung-hill, 7ſa. 25.10, Bur an anſavory Pre- 
late is good for neither, as being unſavorie Salt. 
The moſt noiſome Dung that is, 1s good enouga 
ſor the dung-hill 3 but unſavory Salt is not, be- 
cauſe it is lo farre from making barren landFruit- 
full, that it makes fruit full land barren. And ſuch 
ſalt are the enemies of Cuntsrs Bmbafſadors,that 
whiere-ever a Prelate hath been caſt, the plucz 
(chough fruitfull before) hath ſoone proved bar- 
ren in Religion round about him. For as they haic 
no ſavour of life in themſelves,they cannot endure 
either that Miniſter or Pcople that have : Oh 
what will become of them now , whom the very 
duoghill doth rejeR 2 Who ſhall lament tor them 
now, ſaying, Ah my brother ; or, ah Lord ; or, ab 
lis glory, when they ſhall be caſt forth beyond ihe 
gates of 7eruſulem ? As for other men, though ne- 
ver {7 vile, or gegeneroue, that are ſti]] good e- 
nough for the dunghill 3 men will find ſome men 
;imployment or 0: Her to put them to. If there 
refuſe people ina Jind, thou ſhalt havea drumme 
beaten vp ro Call them tofher, that they may be 
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ſent forth in ſome ſervice agiinſt the enemies of 
thz land: whereas theſe want both adtlity and fide- 
lity for ſuch a ſervice. Yea, ſhould they come and 
crouch for a picce of filver, or a morſeil of bread, 
ſaying, put us into the Prieſts Office, or as it is 
rendred after the Origina), put us into ſomewhat 
about the Prieſthood, as much as to ſay, make Pa- 
rith Clarks of us,that we may cat a peece of bread; 
they are not fit for ir, for they c:innot ſay, Amer, 
tothe prayers of Gods peoplethis day. They zre 
not fit to occupy any roome in Church or Common 
weal:h; they are not fit for Pulpit, or Prefle, for 
Church-governmecr, Counſell-Table, Parliament, 
Inſti®fh'p, Traffique, who have thus long traded 
onely for the mother of Whoredome, and who be- 

innoiy to weepe an] morrae, {ecavſe ro man buy- 
eth their Marchandiſe any more, Reel, 18, 11, 
They are not then good for warr?, nor peace 3 for: 
Prince, nor people 3 for Church nor State: orety 
being wiſer in their G-neration, then rhe Chil- 
dren of I1phrt, like that wicked Steward they have 
robbed and ſpoied, and feather: d rhyir ni fts, be- 


\ forethey were tarned out of thr Srewaraihips, 


as being conſcious tottemfelves, that dirge I can- 

not, and ro begs they are aſhimc Vs. ; 
Thirdly, This (ſhruid m-ke n+ t::;'s diy more 
earneſt with God for Frplandy bat he would purge 
the Land of this ilch 5s fer ort erviſe Fow 1cy- 
ſome wilithat Countrey be whincin thoe arc lo 
many unſavory creitures. Not that we dentie any 
other purging ofthe, ther th cir de poſing 3rd re 
Fertal cc 
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penrance for r:1cir horrible 1nd:gr-4ries, and inha- 

mais 19 the Embailiadours of the King of 

Kirgs. Andthns iwuch for rhe grounds of eAm- 

w#30--5 Preparariors tro muſter up Forces againſt 

renkrg , becauſe rhey (am, bet they flanke before 
im, 

Sccondly, we have their hiring of Auxiliaries 
to defend them in- their wickeduefſe : 7 hey ſore 
4nd hyred the Syrians of Beth: Rehob, ed tbe Syr c- 
41s of Luba, 7c, $ 

Obſ[ertation, 

When wicked mca arc coine to that beight of 
finne,that they ftiack io the noſtrils of Gods peo- 
ple, they will rather dyc, then conteſle and repent 
of their wickedneſle. 

We havethe like example in the Berjamrtes 
282inft the cleven Tribes. And it is made good 
this day in che Prelates againſt England. For 
wheras they thould-haye pur on ſackcloth on their 
loines, and ropes upon their necks, and gove tothe 
Kirg and Parliament, ſaying; Tour ſertants ſay ns 
pray yer let ::5 live; they have Rood ont reb<l1121- 
ly, and proteſted againſt Parliamentary pr: cce- 
dirg*. Nay, their monics bave gone moſt protuſe- 
ly tortt e hiring ofSyr {4ns,and the maintenance of 
w2rres 2g2inſt the Scots, calling it, Belum Eprſco- 
pale ; The Biſhops Warre, It was 1000, talents of 
Glver that the eAmmonetes expended to hire he'pe 
2p-inft the 4ſraelof God, when firſt they had of- 
fred chm ſuch a mov ſtrous indiggity : But how 
many tLouſand talents theſe bave disburſed a" 

COL» 


D- wy 
A. 
». 


30 New-Englands Serce, of 


colle&ed among themſelves, and their Clergy,and 
Popiſhly aff-Qed partic, it is not ea fie for to ſay. 
For, The Angell of the Lord hath ponred out his Vi- 
all won their Sun, and they hate been ſcorched with 

reat beat, and have blaſphemed the name of the Lord 
nhich hath power over theſe Plagues ; and they have 
not repented to give him glory, Rev. 16.8.9. 

Bur whom now doe the 4Ammorttes hire 2 but 
a ſort of flazitious Pagers, that neither looked in- 
to theprice of other mens blood, their own ſoules, 
or the juſineſle of the cauſe > A thouſand talents 
have ſoone bopght them to fight the battels of the 
Devill againſt the Lord of Hoſts, 

Obſervation, 

Thete is no Cauſe ſo wicked or deplored , but 
money will hire ſome mercinarily minded to aber, 
who wil damnerthcir ſoules for a little filver. And 
how many ſuch there bave beeneven in the Chri- 
ſtian world, the Prelates better know then wee. 
Wh hat forlornge creatures, Pap!ſis, eMtherſis, New- 
ters, and mongrel! Proteſflanits, had they procured 
ro fight againſt the Scottiſh Nation ? When W1C- 
xed men are conſcious to the inſufficiency of their 
canſe, they muſter up the greater ſorces, and place 
their affiance inthe arme of fleſh ; that what inno- 
cence here could not doe, three and thirty thou- 
ſand Pagars joyned to the forces of Ammon ſhall. 
Bur thus much ſhall ſuffice to be ſpoken of 4m- 
"05 Preparations, both their ground and helps. 

Secondly, in Patids providing to encounter 
them, we have, Firſt, his ſendirg of 1065, with all 
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the Hoſt of che mighty men. Davrd, you ſce, is 
ſencible of the horrible abuſes doge to his Em- 


baſſadors. 
OZſertation, 

Indignities offered t© Embafſadors, redound to 
their King, whocannot be inſen{;bie thereof, cſpe- 
cally, they being Embailudours of Peace. 

An thus it is with God, as ic is written, The 
Lord God of their Fathers ſent to them by bis meſſen- 
gers, ri/ing wp betimes, and ſending , becauſe he had 
compaſsion on his people, and on bis dwelling place: 
but they mocked the Meſſengers of God, and deſpr- 
ſed his words, and miſuſed bis Prophets, untill the 
wrath of the Lord aroſe, aud thers was no remedy. 
Therefore be brought upon them the King of theCal- 
dees, mwho/l:wthe young menwith the ſword inths 
houſe of thetr Sanftuary, and had no compa ſſicn upon 
10.4.9 manor mayden, old man, or him that ſiooped for 
age; he gave them all unto his hand, 2 Chro, 36.15, 
16,17. Andnowunder the Goſpell;z when the 
Lord of the V ineyard ſends his ſervants tothe Huſ- 
bardmen, andthe Husbandmen beat one, and &1ll an- 
other, and lone a third 5; and nhen hee ſends yes 
7.1078 ſeruants , aud they doe unto them likewiſe; 
ſurely he will miſerably deſtroy thoſe wicked men, and 
nt let out his Vintiard toother HusLandmen, nhich 
Frail render him the fraits tn their ſeaſon, Mattli. 
21-23. N 

Bclo-ed ! Crnrsr is this day ſenſible of all the 
2hnfes that have been offered by rhe Prelats to his 
Mcyſſingers, How often bath he crycd from bea- 

C2 yea 
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ven, ifrhat poore ſou'e had nor been utterly deafe; 
Laud, Lau, hy perſecuteſt thoume 8 It ts hard 
for thee to kicke againſt the pricks, Oh! Cuatsr 
ig bis Meſleegers hath given his back ro the ſaui- 
ters, and his cheeks tothem that have plucked off 
the haire 3 his beard hath beeage cut, and his gaC- 
ments curtold by theſe Prelatique Cammonsies. 
The Meilſergers of /eſus have big made a ſpeRacle 
tothe world, Angels, and men ; they have beene 
- made partakers of Chrifts ſufferings,and bave fil- 
led up that which is bebind of the afflitions of 
Chriſt iatheir fleſh, for his bodies ſake which is 
the Church. And is Chriſt ſenfible,ard tholl not 
theſe Animonztes heare of it 2 Yes3 forhet5 now 
awaking as out of ſleep, and lite a mighty man_ 
that Nouteth by reaſon of Wine; Ah ! ſauth hee, 
1 wil eaſe meof cine aduerſaries, and avence mee 
of m1/1e enemies, and put them to perpetual ſhame, 
Burt ſo much be ſaid of this. 

[045 now approaching with his Forces ; when 
toe, the Adverſaries have Cunningly devided thern- 
ſelves, ſome Randing at the entrance of the gates 
of the Citie, the refidue in the open field. 704% a 
wiſc General}, zod prepared for dithculties, fore- 
caſteth the beft way of encounter, and fitting 
| himſelfe ro aſſault the Syrions, leaves the Am- 
menites to bis brother Abiſbar, but with this co- 
venarr of mutual! afſiftanee (for 1 muſt now pn 
ſundry things together) If the Syrians Le too Irong 
for me, then thou ſhalt help me, but if the Chiltren 
of Ammon be too ſfivo:g for thee.thenwill] come aid 
help thee. | Ofſer- 
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Ocſeruvaisn, Y 
When Gods 1ſ-ael hath to doe with many po- | 
tent, ſubrill, moſt wicked and deſperate enemies, = 
they had need to enter intoa corenant of mutuzll "| 
helpe ard aſſitance. . 
eAtrabam wag conſederate with Aamre, E ſchol, 
and «Aer, when hee was to enconnter with the 
foure Kings that had carryed away his. conſen'Let, 
priſoner,Gen. 14.13.24: Yca, it is lawſull for us- 
hercin to learne wit of an enemy 3 For thus the c- 
nemies of 1ſjael confeZcrite thermſclvcs;. Commer, 
ſay they, let ws cat them off from Leino 8 Nation, 
that the name of Iſrael may bee ro more tn remem- 
trance, Yea, they have Confulced together with 
one conſent, and.are confederate againſt 1/rael ; 
the Tabernacles of Eden, and rhe 1ſhmaelites, of 
<Hoat, and the Hagerens, Gebal, and eAmmeon,and 
Ainalech, the Phil:lems, with the inhabirants of \ 
Tyre; Aſurallois joyned withrhem, they have 
holpenthe children of Lot, Pſal, 83. 4, 5, 6,78, 
9. Agd inthe daies of Ahaz jt was told the houſe 
of Datid, ſaying, Syria is confederate with Efhra- 
in, 0.4. | 
A od this covenantirg in caſe of oppoſing many, 
powerfull, cunning, wicked, deſperate Enemies,is 
very requifitez Seeing 8 Kiigdome diwided cannot 
tad, which firmely united by confede-acie is not 
calily vanquithed, when every mars intercles arc 
atoth-rs, and the ſame iongagements commcn 
un'o all. And this eArtrichri} knowes well 
enough 3 fir hce being (et forth moſt !iv-ly 
\, C 3 Unger 
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uncer the Type of eAztiochns Epiphanes in the 
11. of Del, his heart is ſaid to be aparnſt the 
Foly Covenant, Terſ, 28, by ard by hee is laid ro 
have intelligence with rhean rhar forſake the holy 
Covenant ; yea, and to have zndrgnetion agarnit the 
holy Coverant,terſ.z0, And ſuchas doe wicked- 
Iv, agrinfſt rhe Covcnanr, He is ſaid, to corrupt Ly 
fl utertes, Terſ- 32, Marke thefe expreſſions. His 
beart is againit the hol Covenant, His very heart 
rifſeth attte name of Coterart, and Colenanting, 
and Coweranters, and thoſe are the moſt odious 
pcople with kim in all the world. Yea, c hath in- 
djgnation againſt the heh Coveranr, Hee eculd 
reare it in his teeth 3 the very gall of bitterneſle ri- 
ſeth in him at it, And with whom hath he intelli- 
g-nce, but with them that forſoke it ? They are 
his Counſcllours,that eicher fall off trom the Co- 
venant, cr are learned to declaime and raile againſ, 
'1t. Andſuchas doe wickedly againſt the Cove- 
zant, be corrupteth by flatteries, If there be any 
who are more malicious then others againſt the 
Covenant, and the Covenanters,who will goe abcur 
to breake the League, to raiſe Armes, to hatch 
Treaſons, to confound Kirgdomes, Common- 
wea'ths and Parliaments, and to bring all things 
into combuſl i0a, that ke way fith in troubled w4- 
ters, O thele are his wbirte boyes.theſe he ſmooths 
and ſtroakes, ard flatters, theſe ſhall haye Preben- 
daries, Biſhopricks, Cardinals Caps, and great 
prefermcn's, &c. Any no marvaile, for tFeſe Co- 
<enarters is the ruire of eAntichrift ; for he could 
never 
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never have beenc, if the Covenant had bene kepr, 
his Babel can never be built where men keep cloſe 
to Gad and one another. 

Vſ{es. 

Firſt, this ſhewech us the wonderfull goodneſſe 
of God in foure patticulars, which ſhould melt 
our hearts this day, 

Firſt, in uniting the Honeurable Nation of the 
Scots by Covenant againſt the Prelates, in their 
late deferce againſt their Tyranny. Which how 
powerfull and ſucceſſefull it was, we may eaſily 
ſee, not onely by the carriage and iſſue of things 
on their parts, but alſo by the continuall attempts 
of the Prelates to have devided them. 

Secondly, In the firme brotherly Union of 
England and Scotland, as it were of Joab and A51- 
ſhaz ; and that too,by ſuch an occaſion,as the Pre- 
lates hoped ſhould have engaged them in blood, 
the one againſt the other, like Meazaſſeh againlt 
Ephraim, or as if 1046 and Abrſhes ſhould cut 
one anothers throats. 

Thirdly, In uniting both houſes of Parliament, 
they having to do with ſuch Ammonites and Syrt- 
&7sS.It is ſuch a knot, that the very Sword of Alcx- 
enger, we hope, ſhall not eaſily cut aſunder. 

A Kingdome united into one body, will endure 
a mighty ſhock. Men ſtanding ſingle are ſoone 
juſled downe, moſt difficulr,when they are all im- 
bodied into one. 

Fourch!y.In uniting the hearts of all the Chur+ 
Cics inth's L:nd to cne another, and all of them 

| this 


E; 


Y.; : New-Englands Sence, of 


this day to'our dcare Connirey, in opponfing the 
common Adve:ſ ry. F. r what hath England teid 
to us of lite? If the Papr 's, Prelats, and Athetiis 
Le too ſir0-0 for us, thin: you ſhall help us ;, and of at 
#7:y time the enemy he boo (irong for you, wee will 
belp zou. O 'ctus all enter ict9 Covenant with 
E12lad, to line ard dye agaitift theſe Ammonites 
and Syrid.s. 

Sccond'y. If foneceſfiry bee a Covenant of 
mutuzl] 2ſſi:tance againſia common Eremy, fic 
gone as we beare of 3 how much more hadrhe 1/- 
rael of God, necd ryenter into Covenant with the 
Lord of Holts, ia oppoſing ſuch an Adverfary. 
What is a Politicke to a Religious Covenant > 
When the /ſreel:tes ried, and fell before the men 
of Aiz3the Lord gives thereafon of it nnro 7oſhaua, 
toſk. 7. 11. Iſrael hath finned, and they have trarſe' 
greſſed my Covenant nhich 1 commanded them ; for 
they have taken of the aceurſed thing, ee, Where 
by the way, you mav ſce how ncerely this Cove- 
nant uniteth, that what one deth, (which the reſt 
might with circumſpe@ion have prevented) is 
imputed to them all. The Lord will nevcr have 


. need to ſay to England, ortous, If che Malignant 


patty with their Cavaliers be too firong for mce, 
then ſhall you help mes bur we ſhall have need fo 
ro ſry to bim 3 and therefore wee had nced ſee that 
we be in covenant with him. 

And wherea peor le are in Covenant withGad, 
and cave orely to him, having caſt away wharſo- 
ever is diſpleafing to him, hee enters himſelfe 

preſcnily 
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preſently the Generall of all their forces, leades 
their Armies, and fights their Battails. And then 
who can bee againſt us ? For one ſhall chaſe 
a thcuſand, and ten, ten thouſand ; becauſe their 
Rock w1ll not fell them, northe Lord ſhut them 
up. And ſo much for the Covenant of mutuall 
aſſiſtance, 

We are now Come to /eabs words of Encou- 
ragement : wherein we bave ; Firſt, an Exhorta- 
tion. Secondly, a Reſignation. An exbortation 
tobe Valiant in fighting che Lords Batrels:; and 
a Refignation of their wills into the Lords hands. 

Firſt, of the Exhortation. Fe of good courage, 
and let us play the men for our people, for the Citiss 
of our God, And here we may obſerve the grounds 
of their encouragement, 212, They were to fight 
for all that they had, or were; God, and their 
Countrey 3 Church, and Stare 3 ſoules and bo- 
dies 3 thcir one, and others. 

Otſertation, 

When Religionand Policie, Church and Coms 
mon-wealth lye at ſtake, Gods people had need 
to encourage themſelves, and one another. 

Therefore we ſhall finde, that when the people 
of God were to goto battell againſt bis enemies, 
both rhe Lords, the Prieſts, and the Officers, did 
(+ Al!) awe them encouragement, Deut, 20. 1,2, 

3» 43 5 & 72 8, 9. The place is pregnant to this 
-purpo, and worthy our reading. Excelleht are 
the wordsof Nehbemnrah to this point, Ne#. 4.74. 


He ſaid co the Nobles and Ruers, and the reft cf 
| D the 
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the people, Fee 07 afraid of your Enenigs ; re- 
member the Lord which is great and terrible, and 
fight for your Brethren, your Sonres, and your 
Daughters, your Wives and your Houſes. They 
were to fight for the Lord, whoſe cauſe was then 
in hand; and for the Common-wealth, and each 
mars private intereſles : therefore ſaith he, Be ot 
8fraidof jour Enemies, 
F[e, 

Firſt, this ſhewetb gs, how dire a way it hath 
pleaſed the Lord herein to guide both Houſes of 
Parl:amcnt to walke in, #4. A way of undaunted 
courage and reſolution, as if they ſhould ſay to one 
anotker, as once thoſe Tr0ja/8, The onely way to 
ſafety to the Conquered, is to turne deſperate. 
$Jome may thinke they tranſgrefle thcir limits : 
No, for how can they take lefle courage to them- 
ſelves, who being beſet behind and before with Sy- 
Y84n5 and Ammonites, arc to beſtirre themſelves 
for their people, and the Cities of their God. God 
and E-g/a:d,and every Shire and Citic in Eg lend, 
doe this day cry ont unto them, ſaying , Bee /{ronp 
and of a good courage, bs not afraid, neither be diſe 
mayed; for the Lord your God is n1th you hither. 
ſeecer you pore, Therefore Jet us not onely have 
high ttovzhts of chem, and ſuch as are alwayes 
Honour:ble, but magnif; > the Lord who hath pur 
{ich refoſvtions into t!:can, 

' Secrraly, let theſe woris of Foab ſormd in cur 
rares this day. Be of 929244 courane, and let us play 
$he 1012 for eur ſeopie, ard for the Crties of our God, 

Bcloved ! 
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Beloved ! I cannot bur look upon the Churches in” 


this Land this day, as upon ſo many feverall Regi- 
ments,or bands of Souldicrs lying in-ambuſh here 


noder the fearn and bruſher of the Wildernes, ike 


the lyers in wait beſide G:beab,againit the wretch- 
ed rebellious Benjamites, I know wee are little 
dreamt of at this time in any part of Chriften- 
dome, our weapons being as inviſible to the eye 
of fleſh, as our perſons areto, all the world. So 
much the better 3 we ſhall fight this day with the 
greater ſafety to our ſelves, and danger to our ene- 
mies 3 amovg whom, 1am confident 10 the Lord, 
thouſands ſhall fall, and never know who hurr 
them. We arrogare tiothing to our ſelves 3 for 
it the weapois uf our warfare are mighty,it 1s not 
through us, but chbrough God, Bur if the rae! 
of God would have thought of a way of quickeſt 
diſcomfi: ure to the adverſary, what courſe cou!d 
they have taken better, then ro have divided heir 
Forces, and to have ſent ſome to lye in wait inthe 
wilderneſle, ro come vpon the backs of Gods Ene- 
mies with deidly Faſtings and Prayer, murche- 
rers tovat will kill point: blanke from one end of 
theworld rothe other. Herethen is our ſition, 
therefore Le ne of good courage, and let us play the 
men at thu t:me; and firſt, For our God. For he 
15 0urs, Beloved, and we truſt he is Englands : and 
121i we ſee our ſelves bereft of him > Can the 
Iſrael of Gol endure to ſee Idols and Idolothires 
roſtand in his pl-ce, and Dagon to bee exalted a- 


bove the Arte 2 If 1ſrae! he robbed of their Gd, 
| > Y what 
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what have they mure 2 What are the people, or: 

Cities, if tiey bee not the p:ople and Cities of 

our God ? They arecven like the world wichour 

the Sun. God thercfare and Religion lis.at Rake 5. 
| and therefore /et 14 play the men. , 

I. Firft, Gods worſhip lyeth engaged : all the 
pure and unmixt Ordinances of Cnnisr Jus, 
call for belpethis day, The Word of God litteth. 
up its voice this day unto.us, like a baniſhed Vir», 
gine 5- O how haye [been abuſed by the corrupe . 
Gloſles of theſe” moaderne Phariſees > How have 
the Scriptures beene wreſted 7: Fhe VWeri pro. 
phaned in Pulpits? Chriſt fought againſt,with the ; 
word of his owne moutkE > Doarines of Devils 
maintained: wich pretence of Scripture? The Meſ-. 
ſengers of Chriſt perſecuted and hunted like Par- 
triges upon the Mountaines 3 for holding ſorth - 
the Ward in his. native. luſtre > O deliver the - 
Word of Gad out of this Captivity ! The Sealcs .. 

> of righteouſneflecry alowd tous thisday ; They 
crave rednQion to the rules of the Goſpel]. Eve- 

_ ry Ordinance pleads for vindication, travelling in. 
Paine under the captivity of beggarly:Rudiments. 
O, fay they, we have been dealt forth rheſe many 
ſcores of yeares under Goſpe!l-light, in ſuch ful- 
ſame formes, that mcnabhocre the effer ings of tho -. 
Lerd, Oh ! The Whoore hath qua d, and made 
berſelfe drunke with her. Pandors, ard Paramours,. 
and with her cunning and unclezne Merchants, .71.. 
the veſſel of the Lords Sanfluary.. 

' B.loved! Letnshold; and heare no mow - 
theſe . 
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theſe ſad complaints; for who cen have pitic, and 
patience too? Have we tte blood of Proteſtants 
1a us ? Doth the ſpirit of ] = s u s runne in our: 
veines ? It is enough: We cannot want courage,nor 
but ply the men for God and pure Religion. And. 
if any p2ople uuder the Supne,who more then we, 
whom the gracious hand of heaven hath aſſerted 
from that ſpiritual] bondage,under which we once; 
did groane ? 'Ic is atruth,we ſaw but litle in com- 
pariſon of what now we doe, when we left our Na-: 
tive homes 3 as-much jt is not thar yet we ſee, tho, 
bieſſed be the Lord for what we doe. Bur is there- 
any people iathe world who have taſted more of 
the (weet of God, and Chriſt,and Ordinances,then 
we in this Land. have dore ? Doe any know the 
price of God and Chriſt, more they wee bere 2 1- 
beſeech you inthe Lord, Conſider, and let the ſpi- 
ritof Chriſt riſe in you at this inſtaat, and wreſtle. 
and ſtrive this day in Prayer 3 let us loofe a joynt \ 
with /acod, but wewillbe 1ſ-aelztes this day. Let | 
us play tbe-men according to the knowledye, ſerce: 
and expericnce that we have of God and Chriſt. ' 
Let us hz't to our dying day, but we will returne- 
laden with the ſpoile. of Rebels. 

Seconily, as Gods worſhip lieth ingaged, ſo 2.-. 
by conſequence his Name 3 And what ſaith 1ohas 
to Gnd upon theday of atflitinz his ſoule 2 What -- 
ſhall br done to thypreat Name 2 When the Mini- 
ftezrs of the Lord were to-weep between the Porch 
and the Atrar np1n the day of rheir faſting, they 
wee to ſay, Spare thypeiple, O Lord, and grue nor - 
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thine berttage toreproach, that the heathen ſhould 


rule over them; wherefore ſhould they ſay among 
the people, Where & their God ? Then will the 


Lord be jealous for his LinJ,and pitty bis people, 
as it followeth. And ſhall not this argument then 


move us, which ever prevailed with che Lord ? 
Moſes, Joſhaa, the Prieſts, no ſooner urge Gods 


_ glory, but the Lord anſwereth chem. 


Oh! how then hath Gods honour bcen layd in 


- the duſt by thoſe Prel.tes,vhonow with rFeir ho- 


nenrs begin to lye there, chemſelves > Vhat in- 
ſu'tings have they uſed > What trinmphes have 
they often led £ And as if they had bound our 
Chriſt like S«mpſo-, and pur bim togrind inthe 
Prifon- houſe (as in ſowe ſence they have.) Oh, ! 
how have theſe Lords of the Ph#liſtims gathered 
themſelves together to offer ſacrifice ro their Da- 
£0%, to burne Incenſe to their Drag, to their pow- 
er, their Policies, Prelacies, Confederacics, Con- 
jurations, Superſtitions, and ſo rcjoyce ? S1ying, 
Our God bath delivered Chriſt our ezemy mto our 
hand, the deſtroyer of our Prelacies, who ſlew 
many of us. | 

And rhus,could they buteget the day againgthey 
would ſay, and Dagon ſhould up as high, and 
Curtsr be throwne downe as low, as ever. And 
can we endure ſo much as the thought of it » The 
Lord forbid. O let 5 play the men.for cur God, 
and our Chriſt, whoſe glory is more worth then 
ren thouſand worlds of ſonles. O let us f[-t ro it 


this day with all our conrage 3 Iet cvcry veine,and 
jo\ nr, 
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joynt, and limbe, and affe&tion in us, pray this 
day; O Lord God, remember thine honour, wee pray 
thee, and ſtrengthen us, we pray thee, that we may once 
be avenged on theſe Philiſtims againſt thetr Lords ; 
for our two eyes, Yea, as Sampſon (aid, Let me ae 
with the Philiſtims : $0, let us dye with theſe Ph1- 
liſtims, if need were. Let us kill our ſelves with 
faſting and prayer, to deſtroy them, and to pull 
dowrethe Temp'e of their Dagor, all the fzbrick 
of the Hyrarchie, upon the heads of theſe ſuperſti- 
ous Prelatcs. 

Thirdly, Let us conſider how inglorious a Na- 
tion is without God. #'ben the Arke was capt 1ua- 
ted, the glory was departed from Iſrael, The Ark 
was the teſtimony of Gods preſence 3 fo that 
when God doth not teſtifie ks preſence with a 
People, they are without glory, If the World bee 
beaucified by Pr wmv of the Sun, and ſo great 
glory atterd the Court where the Kin? is refident : 
How dcth the ſp: ciil preſence of thePrince of t! e 
Kirgs of the earth,beautifie that Land where it is? 
Yea there 15 not onely a fpirituall glory, vigble 
oneiy toa fpirituall eye, reſulting from the ſp-- 
Ciail preſence of the Lord among a people 3 but 
allo an externall, and viſibleglory. When 1eh3- 
ſhaphat waiked in the firſt waies of his Father 
Dauid, and lift up his heart in the waies cf the 
Lord; andthata great R: formation was wrought 
i1tte Lind, nd that he had ſpread the Word ail 
over his kingJome 3 it is ſaid, That hee had riches 
ana bonovr 1 avoundanceznd The feare of i he Lord 

| fel 
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fell uyon all Kingdoms of the Lands that were round 
. about [udah, ſo that they made ro warre agatiiſt Te- 
hoſhaphat. Yez, the Philiſlims and eAralians 
brovghe him great preſents , inſomuch that 7eho- 
ſhayhat waxed great exceedingly, and hee bui't in 
ludab, Caſtles, and Cities of ſtore ; and hee had 
much bukreſle in the Cities of [adah ; and the 
men of Warre, mighty men of valcur, were in /e- 
ruſalem, Sorhat Tudeh had aboundance of exter- 
nall glory, eventhe glory of riches, and horour, 
and per, and greatnefle, and peace, and lomage 
from forreigne States, and of great empluiments, 
and of mighty men of va'our. Vherefore, ſeeing 
Gol is come rcercr to Erg/and, then formerly, 
and hath of late made ſuch gracious tenders of 
bimſelfe, and hath found better acceptance then 
formerly 3 O let us conclude in-diyly prayer, and 
this day eſpecially, for his preſence ro be continu» 
ed, and more cleerely manifeſtei then ever. For 
If he ſhould now withdraw agaire, wee are to ex- 
-pe& no glory to reſt among thew. You know bow 
little honour hath bcen viGble inthat Land of late 
yenres 3 It hath fer a Ing time bene a Land 
of ſorrow,ol mcurning,and r.ot of joy and rejryce- 
ing. Ir bath not becn called Naomz, but AMarah; 
ir hath nct been a Crowne of glory, cor a Royall 
Diadem inthe hard of the Lo1d ; but becn term: d 
forſaken and deſolate. But nov the day hath be- 
gunne to dane, z ca, the Sunne ſeermes tobe rif n 
on it, if ir ſtrike nor in agaire, and a Temp lt en- 
ſue upon itz which che Lord forbid. O why ſhov/l 
pu 
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we givethe Lord any reſt, till it be called Hephti- 
bah, and Beuleh, My delight is in her, lecauſe- ſhe 
is marryed to the Lord, For when once a Land 
is joyned to the Lord, hee is married to it, and 
then his delight is in it, and hee will cloath ir 
with honour and glory. And thus much for- the 


firſt ground of the Exhortation. 


Secondly, the other is the State 20d Common.- 
wealth, which lye ingaged 3 our people, and our 
Cities. Even Plitick Priviledgesare of weighty 
conſequence, and moment. -But in what a way, 
both people and Cities in that Land, have beene 
dealt with for many yeares paft, we need ſay no- 
thing, when it is Clearely repreſented to the view 
of the whole world in the late Remonſtrance of 
the ſtate of that Kingdome. When men judge un- 
juſtly, and accept the perſons of the wicked, and 
rid not the poore aud needy out of the hand of the 
wicked, nor do juſtice to the afflicted 3 when they 
will not know. nor underſtand, but walke on in 
darkeneſle 3 what folloierth 2 AY the Foundatr- 
ens of the Land areout of courſe, Pſal. $2. 5, The 
Heavens, Sca, 2nd dry Land have been ſhaker, and 
thcre hath been both a Church-quake, anda State- 
quake in that Land, which hith removed Founda- 
tions, and ſwallowed up both people and Cities. 
For when Foundations are not oncly ſhaken, but 
e127 of courſe, and removed, what have people, and 
Ciries to ſtandup>n? There is noman in ſuch 2 
cafe, who can ſay;! ſand upnn ſure ground] feare 
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no coleurs, I am able to beare out my juſt aRions; 
For if they ſhould ſay, we will have recourſe to 
our Foundations 3 alas, they are out of Courſe, 
they are removed, and none knomwes where to find 
then. 

Beloved! Tr is a fearefull thing to have bur the 
foundation of an houſe undermined, the corner 
ſtones removed, and the pillars pulled dow ne; but 
when whole Catjes, and Townes, and Shires of 
people, ſhall be undermined, and veere blown up, 
oh bow dreadfull is it * When a Pcople who can 
{ay, Ye are Romans, xeilher did me buy our freedom, 
but are the lanfull azd legitimate heires of Liberty, 
ſhall Le ſcourged uncondemiced 3; and when Cities 
that were formerly Citics of Refuge,where the 5f- 
fliged might find ſuccovr under municipall Lays, 
Chall be invaded by deſtroyers 3 what cauſe have 
men to doe as David and his followers, when they 
had recourle to Z iklag, thinking to have found 
ſhelter there ; but loc, the Citie was burnt, and 
their wives, and ſons, and davghters taken Cap- 
tives Etenlift up their Voices and weepe, until 
they hace no move porer toweepe. When a man may 
ſay as Datid ; 17 the way nherein ] nalked, they 
privily liida ſnare for me : 1 looked on my vicht 
hand, and kehold, there was 50 man would [row mee, 
refuge failedme : this is mifcrable. For a mn 
tbinkcs himſelfe ſafe in his way, and if he ve in the 
Kings hich way, hethinks much to have a ſnare 
Jaid for bim + and none but Cntters will way- lay 
2 man there, For Edomto aflaule 7/raelwhonthey 

promilcd 
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Promiſed to walke ©n, only in the Kings high way ; 
O barbarou and inhumane ! Numb,20,17,20,But 
when a man ſhall be affaulted in ſuch a caſe, and 
he looks on his right hand, and on his leſt for help, 
and Can ſee gone, then his purſe, if not his throat 1s 
indanpered. Surely it is uncomfortable travelling 
in ſuch Countries, 

Brethren ! Liberty is moreprecious then life, 
inaſmuch as death is the comon lot of all men, but 
ſervitude the portion only of men deſtined to miſe- 
ry. And ifa people be ſold for bondmen,and bond- 
wornen, what can conntervaile the Kings damage ? 
And ſeldome is it, that cruelty refts ſatisficd with 
bondage, but makes his progreſſions to further de- 
grees of blood. When people &Cities cannot ſay 
AMunicipia,but Manerpiewhat remaines but death; 
as when the Ephramites Could not pronounce Sh:4- 
boleth, bat onely S1640leth, preſently they dycd for 
it. If goods and liberty be 1a the power of mens 
wills, why not alſo life * There is much compri- 
zed in people and Cities, even all that is Politick, 
Occonomick, or Private; but I inſtance onely in 
the orcateſt miſchiefe. Let us therefore uſe the 
words of Queene Heſter vnto eAhaſueris, and dis 
ret them unto God. 1fne have found fatour 11 
thy ſight, O Lord, ard if it pleaſe the Krng, let our 
lices be given at our petition,and our people at our 
requeil ; for cur peepie are ſold te lee deſlrojged, and 
[laire, and periſh. | 

It any fay, How are we concerned in the miſe- 


rics Oſorher men, ſo long as we are free. I ſay,ft 
E 2 rouchcth 
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toucheth ns, as Lots captivity touched eAbraham, 
who muſtred up his men, and took his confederats 
alone with him, Hamre, Eſhcol, and Anerand des 
livercd him ont of bondage. And if we forbeare to 
deliver them that are drawnc untodeath, and roſe 
that arc ready to be {laine; if wee ſay, we knew it 
o?, or what did it concerne 2 He that pondereth 
the heart confidereth zt, and bee will render unto m 
accor ding to our workes, Prov. 24, 11. 12. Wher- 
fore Let wplay the men for our people and Cities. 
What though it be well with us ? Let w yet re- 
member the affliatons of foley 3 yea, and ere 
words of /oſeph ro Pharaoh's Butler 5 Thinke up- 
0: me when it ſhall bewell with thee 3 and ſhew kind. 
ztſſe, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of mee 
unto Pharach, and bring me out of this houſe, For 
thus in effc& ſpeaks Erglandand Ireland to us this 
day, and all the Citics in them 3; now that it is 
well with you, think upon us, and ſheiw Lindneſſe 
unrous, and make mention of us untothe God of 
heaven, that we may fully once be delivercd out of 
the houſe of bondage. Oh, ſaith ſuch and ſuch a 
Citic, there are ſo many thouſand ſoules in me, 
who cannot difcerne between the right hand and, 
the left. 

Bat if it be not well with them, how can it bee: 
well with us ? If the Arke, and /ſrae/, and 1zdab, 
abide in tents,and the people of God areencamped 
in the open fields, what comfore can we have in 
cur houſes, food, or wives? What though weate 
{0 farre from them in place > The necdle 2 the 

OM- 
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Compaſle is never quict till it pointeth to the 
North.at a thouſard times greater diſtance. A fﬀe- 
ions touched with grace, ſtand firme from one 
end of the World to the other. Nehemzah's heart 
ſtood right towards Jeruſalem, when he was in 
Perſia; and though hee was not in an humbling 
Wilderneſſe, bur an alluring Pallace ,- even in 
Shuſhan, yet Jeruſalem came into his minde. For 
wh-n Hanan, and certaine men of 1udah came 
' thither to him, he asked them concerning his bre- 

thren that were left of the Captivity, and con- 
cerning Jeruſalem, And when they told him of 
the great affliQion and reproach, he ſate downe 
and wept, and mourned many daies, 4/4 faſted and 
prayed before the God of Heaven, Neh,1,1,2,3,&c. 
Wherefore let that Word of che Lord ſound of- 
ren ih our eares 3 Te that have eſcaped the Sword, go 
anay, ſtand not ſtill; remember the Lord a farrecff, 


and let Teruſalem come zato your minds, ler,50.51, 


And thongh we have but a day, or tio, whereinto 
joyne all our Forces in the Land together, and to 
give the Adverſaries a broad fide 3 Yet let us now 
and then wake excurſions by cur ſelves in private, 
now that the Lord cals for help againſt the Migh« 
ty. Are wenot all the Voluntaries of I=s15,whole' 
People ſhall be willing in the day of his power ? 
neither is there any reſtraint unto the Lord , to 
ſave by many, or by feiv 3 by whole Churches, cr 
| by ſingle perſons. Let us therefore be aften ad- 
venturing by our felves , like Jonvathanand his Ar- 


mQur-bearer againſt the Phrliftems, If ever we of- 


E 14 flictec. 
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Tj fAi&ed our ſoules, let it be in theſe daies 5 for we 
| may partly underſtand by Bookes the number of 
| the yeares which God will accompliſh in the de- 
- ſolations of 1eraſalem. So that, we fet our faces 
unto the Lord God, to ſeek by Prayer and Sup- 

plications, with Faſting, Sack cloth, and Aſhes. 

There is at this time a great battell between Hs- 

chael and the Dragon, andthe Angels, The Beaſt 

and the Kings of the earth,and their Armics have 

gathered themſelves together to make warre wit! 

the Lambe. All the Principalities, and Powers, 

and Rulers of the Darknefle of the World, and 

Spirituall wickedneffes in High places, are up in 

=} Armes this day, and there is ſcarce a Dev1!l left 
behind in Hell. If ever therefore, now Let #5 

quit oar ſelves like men ; the weapons of our 

Warre-fare are not Carnall, but mighty through 

God. Let us pray againſt them, as oſes againſt 

Amalek ;, and Preach againſt them, as the Prieſts 

-ucder the Law, whenthe Hoſt went cur 2gainft 

the Enemyzand ſing againſt them,as ehoſephat and 

the men of 7«dab did aginft Hoab, Ammon, and 

Edom 3 and live againſt them, as it is written, 

then the Hoſt goeth forth agaznſt the Enemy, then 

keeps thee from every wicked thing. Deut, 23, 9. 

Every Ordinance of God is a deadly murtherer, 

O let us walke ard ſleep in our Armour and ne- 

ver be unfurniſhed of promiſes touching the con- 

fuſion of Bate!, an her builders. Let the cauſe of 

God affe& vs deeply, and the people and Cities 


of our Gol be alwaies in our eycs. And Jet the 
deſo- 
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deſolations of Chriſtendome awaken us to fre- | 
quent Prayers, and conſtant ſympathy 3 ard the | 
bloud of Gods people (particularly) in Ireland, 
be to us as the bloud of Grapes and Mulberies are | 
tro Elephants, to provoke tl;em to fight. On thoſe | 
incarnate /7:/þ Devils ! let them be often in our 
ſight. Their blaſphemies , their burnings, their 
robberies, their rapes, their roſtings, thcir ſtrip- 
pings, rippings, hangings, drownings, diſ-mem- 
brings, butcheries, the very ſhambles of the Devil 
erected in 1reland, would be alwaies in our cyes 
and eares. And yet when we have done all, let us 
referre the iſſue tothe Almighty, ſayingz Let the 
Lord do what ſeemeth him good, The laſt thing , is 
tkeir reſigning up their wills into the hands of 
GOD 3 whereof a few words, and I end. 

104% is not wanting in the uſe of all meanes to 
obtaine victory, yet lookes above them, and refers - 
the iſſue tothe Lord of Hoſts ; teaching us , 

Dodrine, 

To negle& no meanes of Vidorie, yet to de-- 
pend upon the Lord onely for a gracious iſſue. 

For there is no truſting in our bows or ſwords, 
It 13 the Lord that ſaveth us from onr enemies. It 
15not the race to rhe ſwift, for then 7045 knew that 
his brother Aſael had not dyed by the hand of 44- 
zer, Neither is it the batte] to the ſtrovg, for then 
he knew, that Gol:a! ſhould never have fallen by 
the hand of Datid, The Horſe ts prepared againſt 
the day of Battei, but viftory w of the Lord, 


Ve. 
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Firſt, Let this teach us to ſecke the Lord,thar 
none of his may ever rc{t upon the arme of fleſh, 
nor number the people; as once Dewiddid, Hee 
had a Catalogue of all the mighty men, 2 Sam. 
23. and now too, he will have a !ift of all the 
Souldiers 1n his Kingdome, 2 Sam. 24. He Ido- 
lized the carnall ſtrength of 1ſrael, and remem- 
bred not the VWord of the Lord,which ſaid, Whez 
thou takejt the ſummeof the children of Iſrae!, af- 
ter their zumter, then they ſhall pive every man a 
ranſome for his ſoule unto the Lerd, that there lee 
#o plague among them , when thou zambreſt them. 
Exod, 30.12, Let us remember E-g/ard in this 
particular; Ir lyerh uncer great temptations to 
this kind of Idolatry. The Union of the two N1- 
tions, two Houſes, all (or moſt) of the Shircs by 
Pcritionirg for Reformation, -the ſetling of tlie 
Warrefare of the Kingdome at Seca and Land, 
the merrellous wiſdome, and undaunted reſoluti- 
on of Parliament, their ſucceſle in many matters, 
thecyes of many on them, andthe 2pplauſe thit 
is given them, befides whatſoever other tempta- 
tions, and armcs of fleſh 3 may ſoone ſolicite the 
hearts, even of the godly, much more of others, 
to carnall confidence. that they may nevcr lifc up 
their eyes unto the hilles from whence commeth 
their heipe. 

Stſera, Midian, Eoliah, Seracherib, Zerah, 
fall by their carnall props ; when Brat, Gedeon, 
Dawid, Jonathan,and eAſz,reſtirg upon the Lord 

in 
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inthe uſe of ſmall meanes,rcturne viRtorious. Two 
dayes iweepurg & faſting was little enough for the 
cleven Tribes to gaine the day of Benjamin, O let 
not Gods pe pie reſt in Councell, Number,Cou- 
rage, Ammunition, bur in the Lord of Hoſts. 

Secondly, Let not us then place any affiance in 
our Faſting datcs,but refer al to God when we have 
ended them. If the Devill cannot make us convert 
our Prayers unto Idols ; he will ſee whether hee 
Cannot coavert them into Idols. 

Laftly, Let us lay our hearts this day in the 
Lords hand,as once E1i & He-ektab being threat» 
ned, as here 1045 ready for the onſet, did. The 
Pcople of God, both inold Englandand new,have 
waited 0a [is providence both by earthly and hea- 
venly mcanes. Now let the Lord doe nhat ſeemeth 
him good. If it ſhall ſeem good to him, that Erg- 
land, Ireland, or Seotlind, ſhall ſuffer yet further, 
the will of the Lord bedone. What remaincth, 
but for us to magnifie Golds juſtice, and to put 
our mouthes into the duſt > Eſpecially, (as for 
Englard)) confidering how long the Prelacie hath 
icught againſt Chriſt, and kept him out of his 
Kingdome : What bloody brazen-faced Idola- 
trics have bin commitrea there? What Arheiſmes, 
B'aiphemies, Adu'tcrics, Progigies of price,grin- 
ung of faces, ſclling of the Puore, Countenanced 
S-bbath breakers, derifion of holinefle, ſhedCing 
the blood of rhe Saints,have been common :n thac 
LanJ; andina ſpeciall manner, conſidering the 
inns of Gods deare peop'e there, particularly of 
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his Meſſergers in their Ions continued ſubjeRion 


'unto the poverof Antichriſt, in the Prelacy, the 


warpings and ſhrinkings of ſome, the fearetulne s 
and cowzrdize of many (for which, for mine ow: 
particular, I defire to be humbled while 1 live) 
the reading of that abomicable Bocke of curſed 
liberty, contrubutirg to the Superftitious Por: 

ouſncſle of Pazles, and tothe raiſing of Force 
againſt che Scots, (a dreadfull b'oody fin)readirg, 
or perinirting tobercad, Proclamations,and Pra: - 
ers in the Churches 2gaiaft them, I ſay, con{ade- 
ring all this (ro mentionno more) though we have 
uſed what meanes we can, and though they ſhou'd 
doe the like,yer let our expe&ations of ſucceſſe bo 


low, let us humbly ſubmit our 'felves to the will 


of the Lord, ſaying; Let him doe what ſeemeth hin, 


£90d, It ir ſeem good to him to pardon the Lard, 


O bleſſed be ſuch gentlenefle ; If orherviſe it feem 
good to kim to corre it, bleſſed bee his juſtice, 
What ſoever he doth, is good 5 therefore let him 
docit. Ard ary mercy at any time, is 
cnovgh for great tranſgrefſcis, 
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